
Advocate News

Laughter and tears filled the 
2011 Volunteer Appreciation Event
Child Advocates Awards highest honor to court appointed advocate Gene Cashat

Few court appointed advocates have the time or energy to tackle a complicated case involving 10 brothers and sisters. 

But Gene Cashat wasn’t just any volunteer.

“Gene took the case with open arms,” says Advocacy Coordinator and Team Leader Maria Cano. “He didn’t even 
give it a second thought.”

His self-sacrificing service was made even more remarkable by the fact that he was battling end-stage cancer, which 
ultimately took his life on October 18th. 

He died just days after being selected to receive Child Advocates’ highest honor – the 2011 James A. Gwinn Award 
for Outstanding Advocacy. Four of the six Advocacy Coordinators who worked with Gene presented his family with 
the award at last month’s Volunteer Appreciation Event.

“He was an amazing man,” says Cano. “He loved the work he did and cared so much for every child who came into 
his life. It was a true example of selfless love.”

Award recipients are selected by Child Advocates staff members based on their willingness to serve on difficult cases, 
thoroughness, diligence, integrity, professionalism, commitment to Child Advocates, ability to communicate and 
facilitate communication, consistency and dependability.

Gene embodied all those characteristics in his four years as a court appointed advocate – and then some. 

These qualities were most evident in a case involving a pair of toddler brothers who had been removed from their 
home due to neglect. The boys’ CPS caseworker had written their mother off as a lost cause after she tested positive 
for drugs twice at the beginning of the case. 

The Cashat Family accepting the 
2011 James A. Gwinn Volunteer of the Year Award.
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In Harris County alone, over 5,500 

children languish in foster care because of 

life-threatening abuse and neglect. With 

our current resources, Child Advocates 

can provide a volunteer to less than 

half of them. If you would like to help 

us provide critical advocacy services for 

more children, please consider becoming a 

volunteer or making a financial donation 

online at www.childadvocates.org.

Gene Cashat  C O N T I N U E D“He loved the 
work he did and 
cared so much 
for every child 
who came into 
his life. It was a 
true example of 
selfless love.”

Although the case seemed headed toward a quick termination of parental 
rights, Gene stayed in contact with the boys’ mother. After she checked in to a 
drug rehabilitation program, Gene monitored her progress with the help of her 
therapists and caseworkers. He persuaded the judge to give her a chance to rebuild 
her life and supervised her visits with her sons. Child Protective Services ended up 
dropping their case against the mother and the boys returned home. 

Although he was in and out of the hospital, Gene often picked up cases when 
other volunteers had to quit due to work and family conflicts. It isn't easy to get up 
to speed on a case in progress, but Gene’s illness never slowed him down. 

 “He told me that if it were not for the kids and volunteering for Child Advocates, 
he would not be able to make it through treatment,” says Brandon Drake, one of 
Gene’s Advocacy Coordinators. “It was keeping his mind on helping the children 
that got him through his pain – it was his passion.”

While Gene will be missed by many, we take comfort in knowing that 37 children’s 
lives were positively impacted by his service. His compassion and ability to earn the 
trust of families, attorneys, caseworkers and judges had an effect on all he touched. 
On behalf of all the children Gene served and the entire Child Advocates family, 
we would like to thank the Cashat family for sharing this wonderful man with us.

Serena walkes named 2011 rookie of the year

In 2008, Child Advocates created the 
Rookie of the Year award, designed to 
recognize a volunteer who shows excellent 
advocacy skills while being relatively new 
to our program. Nominees have been 
court appointed advocates for less than 
1.5 years and on two or fewer cases, yet 
demonstrate a thorough understanding 
of and dedication to our mission, show 
independence in their casework, possess 
the desire and ability to work with all 
parties and have made an instrumental 
difference on a case.

Serena Walkes was named the 2011 Rookie of the Year at our annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Event last month. Serena became a court appointed advocate in 
August 2010 and is already working on her second case. 

Serena is serving a 17-year-old boy with Type 1 diabetes who had been hospitalized 
14 times in two years because his parents refused to manage his illness. 

Immediately after she took the case, Serena decided on her own to attend an all-
day training at Texas Children’s Hospital to learn everything about diabetes. She 
then began meeting with the child and his mother, going through their pantry and 
refrigerator explaining what foods he should and should not eat and why. 

Serena has been so dedicated to this child’s health that she purchased a device 
that allows her to remotely monitor his blood glucose levels. He has not been 
hospitalized a single time since she was appointed to the case.

This volunteer’s dedication to her case and to the mission of Child Advocates is 
truly extraordinary and inspirational. On behalf of our board, staff and the children 
you have served, Child Advocates is proud to proud to congratulate Serena!
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Serena Walkes and her advocacy 
coordinator, Jessica Gottschalk.



Thank you to our 2011 Heroes Society donors!

For the past two 
months we have 
challenged you all to 
help us raise money 
and awareness of our 
mission through the 

Heroes Society annual campaign. Through this campaign, our goal is to serve 
150 children for a year. We are happy to report that to date we have raised 
enough money to serve 98 children. The fundraising and donation pages on 
our website are still active, and we hope that you will continue to share your 
passion for our mission with your friends, families and co-workers.

Your Heroes Society gift will make a difference for abused or neglected children 
like Sofia.

Fourteen-year-old Sofia was just 
9 when her older brother began 
touching her inappropriately. Yet 
her mom brushed her aside when 
she told her what had happened. 
Sofia finally got the courage earlier 
this year to tell her aunt and uncle 
about the sexual abuse. She says 
she also saw her older brother 
inappropriately touching her 
younger brother, who has Down 
syndrome.

Sofia is now thriving at school and loves living with her aunt. Thanks to the 
generous support of Heroes Society contributors, Sofia’s court appointed advocate 
has helped her get the therapy she needs to heal from the abuse she endured. 
Sofia is afraid her mother will lie to the judge to get her back. Her advocate is 
doing all she can to make sure Sofia’s voice is heard in court.

Hi all, 

As we get closer to the end of the year, it 
becomes time to reflect on our challenges 
and successes. Typically, there are three ways 
that we measure our performance: number 
of children served, number of volunteers 
trained and dollars raised. While the year is 
not completely over, we are getting closer to 
meeting our 2011 goals. In fact, I am happy 
to say that we have already surpassed our goal 
for number of volunteers trained! Throughout 
the year, we experienced some staffing 
changes which impacted our ability to open 
as many cases as we had hoped. However we 
are still on track to serve more than 2,000 
children by the end of the year. I so appreciate 
all your hard work and what you do to help 
the children we serve.

Last month, we held our annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Event. This event is always 
special, but this year the program touched 
all of us as we marked the passing of two 
great advocates, Gene and Smitty. One of 
the many gifts we receive from each of you is 
your time, compassion and your pure desire 
to help children. Each one of you deserves 
recognition and applause for the work you do.

This time every year we also pass the 
baton. A heartfelt thank you goes to David 
Quackenbush for serving as our 2011 Board of 
Directors chair. It was a pleasure working him 
this year, and I look forward to having him 
on the Board for years to come. David will 
be handing over 2012 chair responsibilities to 
Suzanne Thomas, who is no stranger to the 
Child Advocates family. Suzanne has been 
with Child Advocates for almost 10 years, 
served on various committees, assisted with 
the Pull for Kids and served as legal counsel. I 
know she will do an amazing job. 

With the holidays upon us, I would like 
to again thank you for all you do for Child 
Advocates and our kids throughout the year. 
Never doubt what you are doing or giving – it 
has a tremendous impact.

Wishing you warm and happy holidays,

The 2011Heroes Society

Thank you to our top fundraisers and 
corporate fundraisers!

Top court appointed advocate fundraisers: 
Dawn Romagnoli 

Kelly Gerland 
Chanda Cashen 
Christi Guerrini 

Gloria Quackenbush

Top Individual Fundraisers: 
Sara Sams 

Brad Robbins 
Hildegarde Ballard

Corporate fundraisers: 
Prodagio Software             Schlumberger



Focus on Friends 
F r i e n d s  o f  C h i l d  A d v o ca  t e s

The Friends of Child Advocates kicked off the 2011 Angels of 
Hope Luncheon in September with an unforgettable night of 
fashion at the home of luncheon co-chair Lucinda Loya and her 
husband, Javier. Many of Houston’s most notable fashionistas, 
including luncheon co-chair Stephanie Perkins, were among the 
250 guests who packed the Loyas’ home for the event sponsored 
by Vogue and Versace. Models showed off Versace’s Fall and 
Winter 2011 collections, and many of the designer’s amazing 
pieces were on display for purchase with a percentage of the 
proceeds being donated to Child Advocates!

Friends members and other Child Advocates supporters were 
treated to another exceptional fashion fete the following day, 
this time featuring ESCADA’s Fall 2011 collection at Neiman 
Marcus. Lucinda co-hosted the lunch and runway fashion show 
with ESCADA Design Director Daniel Wingate, who flew in 

from Munich to 
share his insight on 
this season’s fashion 
trends. ESCADA also 
generously donated 
a percentage of that 
day’s sales to Child 
Advocates.

The two events raised 
more than $17,000 
for the Angels of 
Hope Luncheon, 
enough to provide 
court appointed 
advocates for 10 
children for a year! 
Our most heartfelt 
thanks go to the 

Loyas, Vogue, Versace, ESCADA and Neiman Marcus for their 
amazing support.

We hope you’ll join us for the Angels of Hope Luncheon on 
December 6th as we recognize Linda J. Messner for her many 
years of support. For more information, contact Marla at marla.
endieveri@childadvocates.org or 713-529-1396 x234.

Passing the Torch
As the year winds to a close, we would like to thank Joy Posoli for 
her two years of service as president of the Friends. Joy’s passion 
for enriching the lives of the children we serve is an inspiration. 
We were honored to have her work with us. We are fortunate 
that Caroline Finkelstein, another outstanding volunteer, is 
ready to accept the reins in January. Caroline currently serves 
on the Development Committee and has been a Friends member 
since 2006. Thank you Joy and welcome Caroline!

YPC held its first Cook Off for Kids on Oct 22. Pictured is crowd favorite and 
1st place winner Jamie Zelko, from Zelko's Bistro.

A YPC member helps out some of our kids with their new costumes that were 
collected from the Whole Foods Costume Drive.

Frost Bank employees Gabriel Hernandez and Lori Shenker help a 
little Batman paint pumpkins at the Frost Bank Grand Opening.

ESCADA designer, Daniel Win with 
Angels of Hope co-chair Lucinda Loya and 

Houston Nieman Marcus' Bob Devlin  at 
the ESCADA luncheon



2011 Board chair
David Quackenbush

Board Members
Sheryl Androphy
David Baird
Kenny Baldwin
Hildegarde Ballard
James Brodnax
Rick Burnett
Mollie Castaneda
Jane Dabney
Kim David
Bob Davis
David Davis
Eddy De Los Santos
Bill Gardiner
Terrence Gee
Quinton Harp
Jim Kimble
Bob Krenzelok

Ross LeFevre 
June L. Lohman
Ronald D. Orsini
Joy M. Posoli
Michael D. Preston
Brad W. Robbins
Cynthia Sebald
Angie Sherrell
John W. Storms
Ellie Sweeney
Donald W. Taylor
Suzanne Thomas
Dolly Thomas
Nancy S. Thorington
Mike Van Hoozer
Milton H. West
David W. Winn

advisory Board Members
Millie Anhalt
Cecil H. Arnim
John C. Binick
John M. Cheesman
Kelli Cohen Fein
Jeffry J. Cotner
Jai Daggett
Mike Davidson
Jennifer L. Dean
Jon Deutser
Bobby Dixon
Tracy Eklund
Judy Farrell
George Ford
Ellie R. Francisco
William G. Friebel
Delores Garner
Joseph P. Gutkowski
Cherie Hassenflu
Grace B. Holmes
Dwayne L. Hyzak
Kathy Jensen
Jamie L. Johnson
George W. Kaleh
Patti S. Keplinger

Margaret E. Kirby
Laura Lasco
Nolan Lehmann
William R. Livesay
Deborah C. Martinez
Brandi Maxwell
Thomas J. McCaffrey
Kathleen T. McCormick
Carole R. Minor
Yvonne C. Moran
Kimball Moriniere
Richard G. Myers
Monique Nolk
James S. Prentice
Belinda Price
Rosemary W. Schatzman
Barbara E. Scott
Shelley A. Severson
William R. Strait
Kenneth Thompson
Lynda L. Transier
Nicole M. Walters
Scott Washburn
Marcia Weinstein

 
Kiwanis Foundation of Houston
We are pleased to recognize The 
Kiwanis Foundation of Houston 
for a decade of generosity 
toward Houston’s abused and 
neglected children. Through 
the foundation, The Kiwanis 
Club of Houston has provided 
lifesaving advocacy for more 
than 30 children since 2001. The 
Kiwanis Club of Houston is a service organization devoted to the Houston 
community, especially the needs of children. We are humbled to know this 
group of outstanding community leaders shares our commitment to break the 
cycle of child abuse in Harris County. 

 
Apache Corporation
Apache Corporation is one of the 
world's top independent oil and 
gas exploration and production 
companies, and it remains 
committed to improving the 
quality of life in its home city of 
Houston. Child Advocates is fortunate to enjoy Apache’s support in a number 
of ways. Apache recently signed on as an anchor sponsor for the Houston 
Children’s Festival,  and the Apache Super Science World was a huge hit this 
spring. The company also matches employee gifts and has sponsored the Pull 
for Kids Classic since 2005. And this year, the company has purchased a table 
at the Angels of Hope Luncheon and Fashion Presentation for the first time. 
Thank you, Apache, for your generous support of our mission! 

 
Kathleen and Mike Forde
For superstar volunteer Kathleen 
Forde, doing a pretty good job just 
isn’t in her vocabulary. In her 11 
years with Child Advocates, she 
has taken every role to the next 
level and beyond. In addition 
to serving as a court appointed 
advocate, she has also been a 
member of our volunteer retention 
subcommittee and mentored new 
volunteers. After assisting with 
our Santa’s Wish List program, 
she enlisted her women’s club to 
put together stockings each year for every child served. Thousands of children 
have woken up on Christmas morning to stockings stuffed with goodies thanks 
to her tireless work. Kathleen and her husband, Mike, also doubled their financial 
support by having their gifts matched by his former employer, Chevron. We are 
sad to say goodbye to Kathleen and Mike as they move to Arizona. Thank you 
both for all you have done for the children we serve!



58+ Children for one year
Houston Children's Festival sponsored 

by Baker Hughes
Texas CASA, Inc.

29-57 Children for one year
Child Advocates Endowment, Inc.
Victims of Crime Act

14-28 Children for one year
The Ellwood Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank

5-13 Children for one year
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 

In honor of advocate volunteers
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Bratton
Cardinal Gas Storage Partners
Harris County Community Services 

Department
Harris County Treasurer
Jacob Green Charitable Foundation
Ms. Linda J. Messner
Palmetto Partners, Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sonnier
Spark Energy
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

2-4 Children for one year
Aaron's Inc.
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Baldwin 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry H. Ballard
Cameron Corporation
Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Cleary 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Cullen, Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Eklund
Mr. Martin Fein and 

Dr. Kelli Cohen Fein
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frappier
The Jackson Foundation
Trini and O. C. Mendenhall 

Foundation
C. Wayne and Patricia J. Miller 

Foundation
Steven and Sheila Miller Foundation
Momentum Audi
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Orsini 
Mrs. Elizabeth Petersen
Precision Structures, Inc.
Randalls Food Markets, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Steppe
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sweeney
Vogue
Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

one Child for 6 - 12 months
Agility Project Logistics, Inc.

The donors listed contributed to Child Advocates, Inc. between June 1, 2011 and September 30, 2011.
Since we are not a United Way agency, we rely on gifts made by individuals and non-government groups 
for more than 75% of our budget each year. Thank you for your help, it is truly appreciated.

Andrew Delaney Foundation
Bank of America
BP
The Louis K. Brandt Foundation
Mr. David Cabello
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Castaneda
Chevron
City of Houston (Combined 

Campaign)
Florence S. Ducey Charitable Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan E. Dunaway 
El Paso
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Elsenbrook
Mr. and Mrs. Chet Erwin
ExxonMobil
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Finkelstein
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Foster
Mrs. Kathryn M. Galt
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Garner
Jefferson Energy I, L.P.
Jersey Mike's Subs
Knights of Columbus
Mr. James LaMotta
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Leitner
Mr. and Mrs. D. S. Osborne
Page.713 Model & Talent Agency
Painting With a Twist
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Poujol
Mrs. Nancy Ruez
Ms. Priscilla P. Saunders
Mr. Brian Shannon
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Sledge
The Abbott and Leslie Sprague 

Foundation
Way Engineering Service Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. Lacy H. Williams, II
Mr. Michael Yates

one Child for 3 - 6 months
Mr. Stephen A. Adger
Ms. Mary E. Ainslie
Mr. W. Graham Arader, III
Mr. John F. Balhoff
Mr. Daniel Barsanti
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Black
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Brock
The Brodsky Foundation
Ms. Wanda Eaton
HP 
Mr. and Mrs. Neal McKim
Microsoft
NiSource Gas Transmission 

and Storage
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Owen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas C. Piskurich
Tiny Boxwood's
Tony Chachere's Creole Foods
Mrs. Isabel B. Wilson
Ms. Adrienne R. Young

one Child for 2 months
Ms. Deborah W. Arrington
Associated Credit Union of Texas
Baker Alloy and Metal Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Benwell
Brady, Chapman, Holland & 

Associates
Mr. and Mrs. Locke Bryan
Mrs. Linda L. Cantu
CenterPoint Energy, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chevalier
Mrs. Chelsea Cragin
Mr. Rod Danielson
Mr. John P. Fraser
Haut Chocolat
IBM Employee Services Center
Jones Lang Lasalle Americas
Mr. Timothy Jones
Mrs. Gaye L. Kelsey
Ms. Christine M. McMillan
Mrs. Mona Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Jack B. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Mark D. Newell
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Pylant
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Quinn, Jr.
Ms. Regina J. Rogers
Ms. Kristi A. Sorrels
Mrs. Sara P. Spickelmier
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. Toig
Dr. Melissa Vargheese and Dr. Ajay 

Vargheese
Mr. Travis J. Ziebro

one Child for 1 month
AIG American General
Ms. Patty Akin
Ms. Lisa W. Baker
Mr. Frederick Black
Body Cirque, Inc.
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Mr. John A. Buckley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn J. Chiasson
Ms. Jan J. Clark
Ms. Patsy Cravens
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation 

(Matching Gifts)
Mr. Paul Dickerson
Ms. Melanie Dover
Mrs. Christie A. Duzich
Ms. Janet Eckert
Fluor Corporation
Ms. Celine B. Gerson
Give with Liberty
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Graybeal
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Henderson
Ms. Grace B. Holmes
Mr. Tony P. Hsu
Mrs. Patricia Johnson
K. Kobos Designs
Ms. Roslyn R. Larkey

Mr. Pee-Yaun Lin
Ms. Denise Markech
Mr. and Mrs. Jim McPhail
Mr. David C. Meyer
Ms. Catherine Nash
Mr. and Mrs. David Nathan
PilatesHouston
Mr. Slavko Preocanin
Mr. Kurt Ristig
Mrs. Mary (Smittie) Rucas
Dr. and Mrs. Santiago A. Sanchez
Mr. and Mrs. James Tolbert
Mr. and Mrs. Jim E. Wright

one Child for 1 - 30 Days
Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Adams
Dr. Afua Agyarko
Mr. and Mrs. Guy F. Aldrich
Mr. Norris D. Allee
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey G. Altamari
Mr. Steven Ambriz
American Express (Employee Giving/

Matching Gifts)
Ms. Diana J. Anderson
Ms. Dot Anderson
Ms. Shannon Anderson
Ms. Yara A. Arango
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil H. Arnim, III
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Axelrad
Ms. Kristen Bacon
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Baker
Ms. Mary Beth Balhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas R. Bannick
Mr. Christopher Barton
Ms. Mary Lee Beaumont
Mr. and Mrs. Deepak G. Bedi
Ms. Carmen Bermudez
Mr. Dhiman Bhattacharya
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bircher
Ms. Catherine Birdwell
Ms. Kimberly H. Bissell
Mr. Anthony M. Black
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Blessing
Mr. and Mrs. Don Blome
Mrs. Brittney Boerner
Ms. Sonya M. Boone
Ms. Emma L. Boyce
Ms. Melissa Broadway
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Brooks
Ms. Vickie Broussard
Mr. Allan C. Bruns
Ms. Michelle Burgess
Ms. Yvette R. Buzek
Ms. Kathleen B. Bynum
Mr. David E. Cain
Ms. Alice D. Cameron
Mr. Chris Cantin
Ms. Jennifer I. Cantrell
Ms. Helen T. Carlson



Thank you to all the donors who have contributed to the 2011 Heroes Society campaign. 
This listing will reflect those donor in the Spring 2012 issue.

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Carne
Ms. Shiloh Carter
Ms. Juliana Castellanos
Ms. Christina H. Chang
Mr. Alfonso Chapa
Chase Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Chovanec
Ms. Kelly-Ann Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Dorian Clawson
Mr. and Ms. Robert C. Coffman
Ms. Michelle A. Constantine
Dr. German Contreras
Mr. and Mrs. Mark T. Cordell
Ms. Elaine F. Crane
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis J. Crockett
Ms. Brandy Cuellar
Cups 4 Kids
Mr. and Mrs. Jai Daggett
Ms. Megan Daic
Ms. Pauline R. Daigle
Ms. Catherine G. Danna
Ms. Amanda R. Daugherty
Ms. Barbara J. Davis
Mrs. Erika De la Garza-Chamberlain
Ms. Marie E. De Rosso
Ms. Tanvi Desai
Ms. Mindy Dethlefsen
Mrs. Amy J. Dolfay
Ms. Lindsey E. Duncan
Ms. Rachel Duran
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Durham, II
Ms. Marianne Dwyer
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Eastman
Mr. Walter C. Ebarb
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Elmore
Mrs. Laura B. Englert
Enterprise Products Partners
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Epstein
Mr. Clause T. Fasting
Miss Jennifer Feighery
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fishbeck
Mr. Kevin Fleming
Friends of The Maud Marks Library
Ms. Mary C. Funderburg
Mr. John H. Furley
Ms. Sonja Galloway
Ms. Abigail Garcia
Ms. Delia Garcia
Ms. Maria Garcia
Mr. Richard Garcia
Ms. Carolyn M. Geis
Mr. Mark Glaser
Ms. Sarah Goalstone
Mrs. Kathryn E. Gonzales
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Good
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gorton
Mr. and Mrs. Luke Gottschalk
Ms. Irene Griffith
Dr. Nellie P. Grose

Ms. Lisa Guerra
Mr. James H. Gum
Ms. Yolanda Gutierrez
Mrs. Dody Gwinn
Ms. Nicole Hadnott
Ms. Heather Hansbarger
Mr. James R. Hartnell
Ms. Katherine P. Harvey
Mrs. and Mrs. Jerome Heim
Mr. and Mrs. Albert P. Hemingway
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Henley
Ms. Dana L. Hermis
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hickman
Hildalgo Construction LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Hinojosa
Ms. Krista Hojnowski
Mr. and Mrs. Don Holmes
Home Depot - PAC Match Program
Mrs. Kaye M. Horn
Mrs. Sunshine House
Mrs. Kerry J. Humphrey
IBM
iGive.com
Ms. Vicki L. Irwin
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Janner
Mr. Mark Johnson and Ms. Pat 

Ballenger
Mr. James Jones
Dr. Amber Joseph
Mr. and Mrs. Omar M. Kabir
Mr. Timothy Karamitsos
Mr. Marc E. Katz
Ms. L. G. Kendall
Mr. and Mrs. Alan V. King
Ms. Joyce King
Mr. George J. Klages
Ms. Katha G. Knippa
Ms. Arthi Kodur
Ms. Rita J. Kompa
Ms. Barbara S. Kosmerl
Ms. Natali Lacasa
Mrs. Sterling Laguarta
Ms. Christina Lara
Miss Sommer Lashomb
Mr. David Le Blanc
Ms. Natalie A. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis J. Lejeune
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Lemmer
Mrs. Rita Lietz
Mr. and Mrs. William Liles
Ms. Karissa Littlejohn
Ms. Melissa Luckett
Mr. Rick Luckett
Mr. Carlos Luna
Ms. Pamela Madrigal
Ms. Laura Manning
Mr. Micah McBride
Ms. Brenda McClure
Mrs. Yvonne McIntyre

Ms. Whitney McPhail
Ms. Jan S. Mendenhall
Mr. Cesar Mendoza
Ms. Mary B. Metz
Ms. Melissa Michel
Mr. Robert A. Milan
Ms. Jessica Miller
MissionFish
Mrs. Belinda Montano
Mr. Michael Moody
Ms. Reena Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Corey Mordacz
Ms. Ashley D. Mossell
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Nash
Network for Good
Ms. Vian H. Nguyen
Mr. and Mrs. Stanton J. Nowak
Ms. Susan Parmar
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Phillips
Mr. Terry G. Pinkston
Ms. Stephanie L. Pocina
Mr. and Mrs. Karl P. Popielarczyk
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Powell
Mrs. Nancy Kate Prescott
Ms. Louise L. Price
Ms. Lilalyn Punsalan
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Radinsky
Mr. Robert Ramos
Mrs. Nancy Reed
Ms. Tanya V. Reyes
Ms. Barbara Rief
Ms. Diane Rifai
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Riggs
Mr. and Mrs. Edison Rincon
Ms. Angelica Rivera
Ms. Shelley Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. Carl N. Roberts
Mr. Jonathan M. Robins
Ms. Frances Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rogers
Ms. Janet Rushing
Ms. Deborah A. Russell
Melissa Ruzicka
Ms. Maria G. A. Saab
Safeway, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Salsky
Ms. Denise A. Sanchez
Ms. Christine Sasaridis
Mr. and Mrs. Craig A. Scharton
Mr. Matthew Schline
Mr. Andrew Schmelzle
Ms. Catherine Schnur
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Seefeldt
Mr. and Mrs. Franz Senfft von Pilsach
Ms. Louisa Shearer
Ms. Kelly Shepherd
Ms. Jane Shin
Mrs. Karen S. Shouse

Mr. Brenton A. Shultz
Ms. Addie L. Smith
Ms. Connie J. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Grant W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Smith
Ms. Stacy Spain
Mr. Stephen K. Hanrahan and Mrs. 

Susan A. Speert
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Sponberg
Ms. Diane St. Yves
Ms. Kylie Stanley
Dr. William Stanley
Ms. Geneva D. Statin
Ms. Nancy Stillwell
Mrs. Mary V. Stinson
Mr. Dexter Stowers
Mr. Corey L. Sumner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sumner
Mr. Jay Swoboda
The Joy School
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Thompson
Dr. and Mrs. Peter K. Thompson
Ms. Sarah E. Thornton
Ms. Betty Townes
Ms. Mai-Trinh Tran
Mr. Xochitl Tran
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Traylor
Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Trejo
TRUiST
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Turner
Ms. Janeen Utz
Dr. Bryce H. Vincent
Ms. Rebecca B. Wagstaff
Ms. Sue Walmsley Amash
Ms. Julie A. Walter
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Watson
Ms. Lakeshia Webb
Mr. and Ms. Eric S. Wehner
Wells Fargo - Community Support 

Campaign
Ms. Cathy L. West
Ms. Savannah Wheeler
Ms. Amanda K. Wilganowski
Ms. Amie L. Williams
Ms. Kara Winfield
Mr. Joseph C. Wise, Jr.
Ms. Alex Wisniewski
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Woodward
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Woomer
Ms. Jessica Young
Ms. Phyllis A. Zendejas
Ms. Raona Zumwalt



What We’ve Been Up To…
Fall has proven to be a busy time for YPC.

On October 22nd, we held our first-ever 
Cook Off for Kids at Hughes Hangar. The 
weather was perfect as nine of Houston's 
best restaurants battled it out for top chili 
bragging rights. Zelko Bistro was the crowd 
favorite and the judges' top choice, with 
Community Bar and Haven coming in 2nd 

and 3rd. It was a wonderful day filled with 
tons of unique chili and the best part is we 
raised over $10,000 for our kids!

We cannot extend a big enough thanks 
to all of our sponsors: Hughes Hangar, 
Silver Eagle Distributors, AmerCable 
Incorporated, BR2 Process Solutions, Grant 
Thornton, Greer Herz & Adams, L.L.P., 
Saint Arnold Brewing Company, Way 

Engineering Services, Ltd., ABC Home 
& Commercial Services, Tiny Boxwoods 
and Tony Chacheres. Thank you also to 
Beaver's, Community Bar, Eatsie Boys, Felix 
55, Haven, Quattro in the Four Seasons, 
Sammy's Wild Game, Shade in the Heights 
and Zelko Bistro for cooking delicious chili 
creations for us.

Next up is the annual Holiday Party, 
where YPC members will help the kids 
make a calendar to count down the days 
until Christmas.

GET INVOLVED!
Know of a company, organization or 
group that is interested in hearing 
about YPC? Let us know by emailing 
kendall.pace@childadvocates.org. We’d 
love to get your friends involved!

Our children had a spook-tacular 
Halloween thanks to the generosity of 
two great Houston supporters – Whole 
Foods Market and Frost Bank.

More than 125 children served by Child 
Advocates got to trick-or-treat in style 
this year thanks to Whole Foods Market 
and its generous customers. The organic 
grocery chain collected Halloween 
costumes for our children at all five area 
stores last month. The drive culminated 
on October 15th with Child Advocates 
volunteers manning booths at each store 
to collect donations and raise awareness 
about our mission. Whole Foods 
employees wore special shirts promoting 
our organization, and little shoppers 
got matching temporary tattoos. The 
costumes were distributed at the annual 
YPC Halloween party. We'd like to thank 

Whole Foods and their employee Mary 
Langdon, a Junior League volunteer who 
brought this idea to us. Thanks also to 
all who volunteered to represent Child 
Advocates at the stores!

Frost Bank gave our children another 
reason to smile by donating pumpkins 
they got to paint at the Halloween party. 
The donation was part of the grand 
opening celebration for Frost’s new 
branch on Westheimer Road near Kirby 
Drive. Customers were invited to bring 
their children in costume for pumpkin 
decorating and other Halloween 
fun. Frost donated one pumpkin to 
Child Advocates for each pumpkin 
painted at its party. Frost also donated 
$5,000 toward the Angels of Hope 
Luncheon and Fashion Presentation. 
Thank you Frost for your generous and 
creative support!

Two companies support our children for halloween fun

Our volunteers collecting costume 
donations at the Whole Foods Market at 

the Kirby (top) and Woodway stores.



This holiday season give the gift of hope to an abused 
or neglected child. Make a gift to Child Advocates in 
honor of your clients, coworkers, family or friends 
and they will receive a beautiful holiday greeting 

card. Visit www.childadvocates.org for more details.

Angels of Hope Luncheon Kickoff Party
Vogue for allowing Child Advocates to partner with and announce our 

Angels of Hope Luncheon Honoree Linda Messner at the Versace 
Vogue Party,

Versace for choosing Child Advocates to receive the proceeds from 
the Vogue Versace Party,

Lucinda and Javier Loya for opening their showcase home to us,
ESCADA and Neiman Marcus for selecting us to benefit from the 

ESCADA 2012 Fall Launch and Luncheon.

Cameron Childspree
Target for providing breakfast for our kids and volunteers,
Office Depot for donating 300 backpacks for our kids,
Junior League of Houston for donating school supplies and providing a 

back-to-school shopping experience for 100 children,
Atwood Oceanics for providing a back-to-school shopping experience 

for 100 children and breakfast for the volunteers,
Cameron for donating the backpacks, school supplies, dinner and drinks 

for the Backpack Stuffing Party, as well as giving a back-to-school 
shopping experience for 300 children.

Volunteer Appreciation Event
Who Made the Cake! for donating the delicious cakes,
Michael's Cookie Jar for providing a discounted cookie tower,
Joe Center for photographing the event for us.

We would also like to extend a special thank you to Chastiti Horne, Neil 
Rackers and the Texans All Community Team Program, Whole 
Foods Markets, Rice University Athletic Department, Johnny 
B. Walker, RB Products, Inc., Presbyterian Women Quilters 
of Heights Presbyterian Church, Kenneth M. Baldwin, Buffalo 
Specialties and Christopher Gardea for your special donations to 
Child Advocates, Inc.

Your gifts helped provide brighter days for our children!

		N  ovember - December
	 now	 Santa's Wish List – Get in the spirit! 

Sponsor a child, donate or host a toy 
drive. The Santa's Wish List program 
makes the holiday season brighter for 
over 1,500 children who might otherwise 
be without gifts for Christmas. For more 
information please visit: 
www.childadvocates.org.

		   
December

	 6	 Angels of Hope Luncheon and Fashion 
Presentation by Neiman Marcus.  Join 
co-chairs Lucinda Loya & Stephanie 
Perkins as we honor longtime supporter 
Linda J. Messner with an afternoon of 
fashion featuring the Rena Lange 2012 
Spring Collection. For information 
contact Marla at marla.endieveri@
childadvocates.org.

		   
January

	 15	 Chevron Houston Marathon – Run for 
a Reason or support someone who is. For 
information contact Kelly at kelly.goff@
childadvocates.org.

	 21 	 Advocacy University Begins – Sign up 
now for an orientation session to see how 
you can be the difference in the life of an 
abused child: www.childadvocates.org.

		   
February 

	 all	 Car Pros for Kids – During the month
	month	 of February, donate $35 and receive two 

free oil changes. For more information 
please contact Kelly at kelly.goff@
childadvocates.org.

For details on the dates listed here and 

for all the latest calendar updates, visit 

www.childadvocates.org

Follow us on Twitter 
@CAIHouston

Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ChildAdvocatesInc



 
 
Pamela Fazzone, Volunteer since 2009 

Court appointed advocate Pamela Fazzone is 
working with a troubled teenaged girl. She has 
been sexually abused and repeated that abuse on 
her own sister. She went missing for five months 
after running away from a shelter but stayed in 
contact with Pamela. Pamela wrote the following 
note to our CEO during a difficult time in the 
case. The girl later agreed to meet with Pamela 

and return to Child Protective Services custody. Pamela continues to fight 
to get her the therapy and educational services she needs to overcome her 
traumatic childhood.

“Yesterday I was so disappointed to learn that CPS is looking to close 
the case on our 16 year old runaway at our Permanency Hearing next 
month. I will continue to do all I can to persuade her to surface before 
then, and will see if I can find any case law to support keeping her case 
active since she has continued to keep in touch with me.

I have to admit I felt pretty deflated last night – so sad for this young 
teenager. Then I opened my mail at the house and found such a lovely 
surprise. I recently talked with Ms. Perez, the great aunt who is in the 
process of adopting a 9-year old girl from a prior case. I let her know 
that I had mailed a package to Josette with a collection of goodies that 
I'd picked up during recent travels – nothing big, just fun things from 
various places – Paris, Exuma, and New York. I also told Ms. Perez that 
when I recently spoke with a small group that is training to become 
advocates, I mentioned Josette as an example of how strong a little 
girl can be, how supportive family members do exist, and what a true 
happy ending looks like.

Attached is the thank you note I 
received from Josette yesterday, 
I hope you can read it.  The bag 
she mentions is a tote bag from 
the patisserie I love so much in 
Paris.  The back of the card 
reads, ‘I miss u. By.’  She also 
included a drawing she made 
of the Eiffel Tower.

What a day yesterday was: 
terribly disappointing news 
about one child, and further 
confirmation that an 
advocate can help secure 
a safe ‘forever family’ for 
another child. It was the 
kind of day that makes 
being a CASA worth all 
the effort and gets one 

through the disappointments.”

Jackie Shaw, Volunteer since 2010

“When I decided to make 
a positive contribution 
in the lives of others, 
I chose to become 
a court appointed 
volunteer through Child 
Advocates, Inc. I wanted 
to be a voice for abused 

and neglected children. Our world today is full of 
social injustice. There are social ills that occur every 
day that remain completely oblivious to me. Becoming 
a court appointed volunteer has allowed me to gain a 
better understanding of what is important in the lives 
of abused and neglected children. It has also created 
a sense of personal fulfillment and accomplishments 
and offered many personal rewards. 

I am extremely grateful to have had the opportunity 
to be a part of two childrens’ lives this year. Children 
are precious gifts from God and should be cherished. 
Every child deserves to have the same chances in life 
and every child deserves to be treated with respect. I 
believe that an action taken by me, through volunteer 
efforts can empower and change a child’s life for the 
better. Therefore, I volunteer because I know what I 
do makes a difference. Volunteering is probably the 
most beneficial way for me to help in my community. 
The youth of today are our future. If we do not make 
an effort to help them now, our generation will not 
have a future.”



Ida “Smitty” Snodgrass 
Child Advocates lost a dear friend and Harris 
County lost a tireless champion for children 
this fall with the passing 
of Ida “Smitty” Snodgrass. 
In her 20 years as a 
court appointed advocate, 
Smitty changed the lives of 
53 children while serving on 
25 cases. 

Behind Smitty’s small stature 
was the heart of a lion when 
it came to the safety and 
well-being of the abused and 
neglected children she served, 
or “her children” as she always called them.  She 
was unfailingly polite to caseworkers, foster parents  
and relatives, yet she was relentless when she 
believed a child needed therapy or a placement 
was inappropriate. 

Smitty’s exemplary service to Child Advocates earned her the James A. Gwinn 
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year Award in 1999. At that time, she said her 
casework was guided by the adage “the squeaky wheel gets the oil.” 

“The most gratifying aspect of an advocate’s job is to see children change in a 
positive manner because the advocate has squeaked long enough to get the help 
the children needed,” she said.

Smitty’s love for the children led her to help Child Advocates in many other ways 
as well. She helped us establish our now-longstanding relationship with her place 
of worship – Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church.  And she and her husband, 
Tom, were a regular at the annual children’s Holiday Party, often serving as 
Santa’s special assistants. 

This year’s Holiday Party will feature a booth where the children will make “Apple 
Santas”  just like the ones Smitty made each year with the children she served.

The entire Child Advocates family extends our deepest condolences to Tom and 
her family and thank you for supporting her volunteer work for 20 years.

$3.2 
Million

20th Anniversary of the
PULL FOR KIDS Classic
Save the Date

May 12, 2012
more information coming in January

Goal $3,437,200
as of 10/31/2011

volunteers trained 
as of 11/15/2011

Children served
as of 11/15/2011

220

$3.4 
Million

2200

266

1911



NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

-PAID-
CHILD ADVOCATES, INC. 

PERMIT NO.
06664

HOUSTON, TX

I will always recall the Thursday afternoon in November 2009 
when a Child Protective Services representative called to tell me 
she was in possession of my 7-year-old niece named Brianna.  

My brother (Brianna’s father) had pleaded guilty to molestation of a 
12-year-old girl unrelated to our family. His wife (Brianna’s mother) 
at age 37 had 10 children and two miscarriages. Six of her children 
had gone through the CPS system where most were adopted 
or aged out of the system.  The other three were raised by other 
family members.

The courts assigned Child Advocates named Jessica Gottschalk 
and Erin Boeer to our case. They were so attentive to listening to 
all the information about the case. Brianna was a child who was very withdrawn and not very trusting to speak to 
other adults. Brianna felt very comfortable in speaking to both Child Advocates and in time showed the trust she 
had in them by sharing her emotions with them. 

I described Jessica and Erin as “Brianna’s Angels” sent specifically to help Brianna during a most pivotal time in 
her precious life. They made such a wonderful team who communicated very well with CPS, Brianna’s attorneys, 
and Brianna's therapist.  

Jessica went way beyond her call of duty by spending time investigating hearsay statements to determine facts. 
Erin was always ready to explain court procedures and spent much time playing on the floor with Brianna. Most 
importantly, it was obvious that they truly cared about Brianna’s well being.

Our trial is over and both parental rights were terminated. Brianna will soon officially become my daughter. Every 
time I think about Brianna’s Angels (Jessica and Erin) I want to shed tears of gratitude for their constant support. 
Thank you Jessica and Erin and to the entire Child Advocate program.

Sincerely, Debbie Mendez

Erin Boeer has been court appointed advocate volunteer since 2008. Jessica Gottschalk served as Erin's advocacy 
coordinator on this case.

an aunt shares her story in her own words
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Brianna is thriving in her new home.


