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An Unwilling Hero
The curtains part in the front window and two little faces appear. 

“Mr. Gene! Mr. Gene!” Their tiny voices and infectious energy spill over the threshold of the house even before 
we reach the front porch. 

And this isn’t a special occasion. Despite his unassuming personality and lack of mask or cape, every time Gene 
Cashat visits Giovanni (4) and Giulianna (2), he gets the same superhero reception.  

********

The scene is quite a contrast from a year and a half prior. The siblings, who came into the care of Child Protective 
Services (CPS) based on risk after their mother was accused of committing a violent crime, had been placed 
temporarily with their maternal grandmother, Maria. Too little to understand the situation, they were simply a 
pair of toddlers missing their mom and the place they called home. 

At an early court hearing, Gene was appointed as their court appointed advocate volunteer. His role was to act 
as an extra pair of eyes and ears for the family court judge – visiting the children in the grandmother’s home, 
contacting caseworkers and counselors, interviewing their mother and other relatives, ensuring necessary medical 
care and, ultimately, making recommendations in court regarding the permanent placement of the children.

With the best interest of Giovanni and Giulianna as his focus, Gene set out to acquaint himself with all involved 
in the case. He visited Maria’s home to meet her, her son George who also lived there and the children. 

“Although we didn’t totally understand how Child Advocates fit into everything at first, we immediately took to 
Gene,” says George. “He was so gentle with the kids and easy to talk to right off the bat.”

Gene also visited the children’s mother, Sandra, who was living with her father while she worked toward 
accomplishing everything listed in her Family Plan of Service, put forth by CPS. 

“I wasn’t sure what was going to happen or when,” says Sandra. “The only thing I knew was that I was only 
allowed to see my children once every other week for an hour or two at a time – and that broke my heart.”

Court appointed advocate Gene Cashat with Giulianna and Giovanni



In Harris County alone, 5,000 

children languish in foster care 

because of life-threatening abuse 

and neglect. With our current 

resources, Child Advocates can 

provide a volunteer to less than 

half of them. If you would like to 

help us provide critical advocacy 

services for more children, please 

consider becoming a volunteer 

or making a financial donation 

online at www.childadvocates.org.

An Unwilling Hero  C O N T I N U E D“He gave me 
a chance, 
he looked 
beyond the 
criminal case 
and he kept 
an open mind 
for the kids’ 
sake.”

The infrequent visits proved to be a source of stress for the children as well, particularly 
Giovanni, who often asked his grandmother why Mommy wasn’t home and began biting his 
nails. Recognizing Giovanni’s signs of stress, Gene coordinated with grandma, mom and the 
CPS caseworker in order to determine the best plan for him. 

Since it was difficult for the caseworker to supervise visits outside of the CPS office, Gene 
volunteered to take on that role. He agreed to observe visits in Maria’s home in the evenings 
and sometimes on Saturdays to accommodate Sandra’s work schedule. When the children 
were evaluated by a therapist who advised that increased contact with their mother was 
critical, Gene paved the way once again. He was instrumental in getting the information to 
the judge, along with a positive report regarding Sandra’s progress with her plan of service, 
prompting the judge to authorize an increase in both the number of visits and their length. 

Through this extensive exposure to the family over the course of a year, Gene developed 
an intimate knowledge of the quality of their interactions and carefully documented the 
progression of the children’s relationship with Sandra. He diligently reported this information 
to Child Advocates, the attorney for the children and the CPS caseworker. 

Once Sandra successfully completed her plan of service, it was up to the judge to determine 
the children’s permanent placement. Because of the crime she was accused of committing 
and the potential outcome of that case, the concern was two-fold. Was she a danger to her 
children? If not, should the children be permanently returned to her custody in light of her 
uncertain future with the criminal justice system? In order to make a ruling in the children’s 
best interest, the judge was relying on the recommendations of those most closely involved 
in the case. 

Because Gene had done such a thorough job of keeping all parties informed along the way, 
it was clear to everyone that Sandra posed no threat to her children. Ultimately, the judge 
agreed to give permanent custody of the children to their grandmother Maria, with Sandra 
living in her home as well. CPS has since closed the case and Gene stays in close contact 
with the family.

********

I’m welcomed warmly – my association with Gene being all they need to consider me 
immediately acceptable. Giovanni and Giulianna bring toy after toy to show “Mr. Gene” and 
clamor over each other to stand closest to him and tell him stories about what they’ve been 
up to. 

Maria, Sandra and Uncle George all smile fondly watching them interact. When asked about 
the most important thing Gene did for their family, they aren’t short on words.

“If it hadn’t been for Gene and all the time he put in, I don’t know if my sister would have 
gotten to come home at all, let alone so quickly,” says George. “The level of familiarity he 
had with our family made it possible.”

“He gave me a chance, he looked beyond the facts of the pending crimial case and he kept an 
open mind for the kids’ sake,” says Sandra, her eyes filling with tears and her voice cracking 
with emotion. “He went in to that courtroom and stood before that judge and he said that I 
should be here, with them, where I belong.”

Giovanni and Giulianna don’t even notice. They’re busy competing for Gene’s attention as 
he admires both a remote control monster truck and a plush Dora the Explorer doll. 

Still no cape, but he is most certainly their superhero.



The 2010 Santa’s Wish List program was one for the record 
books.  With the generous support of our 500+ corporate and 
individual sponsors, the program ensured that more than 1,400 
children received gifts for Christmas.

Below is a sampling of some of the wonderful thank-you notes 
that our sponsors received: 

Santa’s Wish List
Hello all, 

I hope you’re having a great year so far – we certainly are. 
For the past few years, I’ve been so proud to report that we 
have surpassed all three of our main organizational goals  – 
and 2010 was no exception! We served 2,018 children (our 
goal was 2,000), trained 228 new court appointed advocate 
volunteers (goal was 220) and raised $3.5M (goal was $3.2M). 
We certainly would not have acheived this kind of success 
without your continued support of our mission. Thank you. 

I want to recognize and thank three board members who have 
played a big role in our growth over the years and are now  
passing the baton to the next generation by stepping down to 
the Advisory Board this year. We owe Nolan Lehmann, Jim 
Prentice and Barbara Scott an enormous debt of gratitude for 
nearly two decades of selfless service to Child Advocates. 

Nolan, who joined the Board in 1995, has been a huge supporter 
of the Pull for Kids Classic. He served as the honoree in 2004 
and raised big money as our auctioneer. Jim, who joined the 
Board in 1996, has served on the Development Committee 
and on committees supporting the Pull. Barbara chaired just 
about every event or committee we have, including serving 
two terms as chair of the Board. Child Advocates is a better 
place because of your commitment and dedication and I 
consider myself so fortunate to have worked with and learned 
from all three of you.   

We have a great committee in place for the Pull for Kids Classic 
coming up May 7. They are certainly keeping themselves busy 
ironing out details for this year’s sporting clays tournament 
and Cirque du Magnifique-themed party. There’s excitement 
swirling regarding our new venue – not just new to us either, 
but entirely new to Houston – the Bayou City Event Center. 
Opening just this Spring, the facility will count the 2011 Pull 
for Kids Classic among one of its premiere events! 

Our PFK auction mavens are promising some exciting changes 
and improvements this year as well. They have recently 
completed a survey to gain valuable insight into the kinds of 
items our attendees would like to see. The entire committee 
is working hard on overall improvements in the auction 
function. which has become an increasingly critical part of the 
event over the years. 

Keep an eye on your mail, email and our website for details on 
sponsorship and volunteer opportunities in the coming weeks!

As the Spring unfolds, I look forward to seeing so many of you 
at the Houston Children’s Festival or in the office. Thanks for 
all of your support and thanks for reading!
	
Warm regards,

To all of our sponsors and in-kind donors who helped make the 
program possible this year – we thank you from the bottoms of 
our hearts for making so many wishes come true! 

Please see our list of donors and in-kind sponsors on pages 7 and 9. 



Rachel Rackers, Gay Mayeux, Rhonda Kubiak and Laurie Schaub at the Angels 
of Hope Luncheon and Fashion Presentation in December.

Judge Aneeta Jamal swears in our first Advocacy University class of 2011 in 
early February.

Young Professionals for Children chair Laura Englert helps some Holiday Party 
attendees with their “Countdown to Christmas” craft in November.

ANGELS OF HOPE LUNCHEON FEATURES TO-DIE-FOR TAHARI
More than 550 of Houston’s most fashionable – and charitable 
– revelers packed into the Westin Galleria Grand Ballroom for 
the 2010 Angels of Hope Luncheon and Fashion Presentation 
by Neiman Marcus on December 7. 

Chairs Lesha Elsenbrook and Kim Tutcher honored their 
friend Debbie Martinez for her longstanding support of Child 
Advocates. Together they raised enough money to serve 170 
abused and neglected children.  

The Friends have produced their signature luncheon and 
fashion show for almost two decades. Their partnership with 
Neiman Marcus has provided stunning runway shows with top-
notch fashion designers year after year. 

This year’s featured designer, Elie Tahari, did not disappoint 
with his 2011 Resort and Spring Collections featuring a blitz of 
black and gold in an array of flattering silhouettes.

After the runway show, heard from Marie Sonnier, a young 
woman served by Child Advocates as a little girl. Marie 

credits her court appointed 
advocate, Marci Weinstein, 
with providing the lifelong 
inspiration and motivation she 
needed to succeed. 

Now a college graduate and 
a court appointed advocate 
volunteer herself, Marie urged 
audience members to continue 
helping Child Advocates grow 
so that more children could be 
blessed with a volunteer like 
Marci.

FRIENDS FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Calling all active Friends of Child Advocates members: Are 
you interested in helping out with our Pull for Kids Classic? 
Consider lending us your time and expertise on the 2011 
auction committee.

Help auction chair Sheryl Androphy and our staff follow up on 
auction items we’ve asked for already and bring your new ideas 
to the table to make the auction even better. We’ll also need 
help packaging items, creating baskets and bubble-wrapping 
fragile wares for safe transport as the event approaches! 

Please contact Sheryl at 713-419-6816 or sheryla11@aol.com 
if you are interested in getting involved with the auction this 
year.

Luncheon guest speaker Marie 
Sonnier with her former court 
appointed advocate volunteer 
Marci Weinstein



RAY C. FISH FOUNDATION
Child Advocates and the Houston philanthropic community 
lost a special hero this fall with the passing of Barbara Daniel-
Hetherington, president of the Ray C. Fish Foundation. The 
foundation’s generous contributions to Child Advocates have 
provided lifesaving advocacy for more than 50 children over the 
past 20 years. The foundation was established by Mrs. Daniel-
Hetherington’s father, Ray C. Fish, a leading figure in the natural 
gas industry. He charged his daughter with carrying out the 
foundation’s mission of benefitting current and future Texans. 
Under her leadership, the foundation made the founding gift for 
the Texas Heart Institute and helped KIPP Academy grow from 
one campus for disadvantaged students in Houston to nearly 100 
in 20 states and the District of Columbia. We are grateful for the 
foundation’s many years of support and extend our sympathy to her 
family on the loss of such an inspirational woman. 

CARDINAL GAS STORAGE PARTNERS
We are so excited about our new 
partnership with the great team 
at Cardinal Gas Storage Partners. 
Since joining forces with Child 
Advocates in 2009, Cardinal Gas has already made a huge difference. 
In addition to making monthly gifts, the company donated all the 
proceeds of its 2010 golf tournament to our organization. That 
alone was enough to serve 10 children for a year! As if those efforts 
weren’t enough, the company’s staff truly went above and beyond 
for Santa’s Wish List, adopting a family with six small children. In 
addition to buying toys and clothing, they even included a grocery 
store gift card for Christmas dinner and gifts for the children’s 
caregiver. And after dropping off these items at our Santa’s Wish 
List Warehouse, the staff members stuck around to wrap presents 
and build bikes for other children we serve. Wow! Thank you for 
your dedication to our mission and your great generosity!

SINTHIA AND MICHAEL SONNIER
When it comes to Child Advocates, Sindi and Mike Sonnier’s 
generosity seems to know no end. From Sindi devoting countless 
hours as a court appointed advocate to Mike filling a table with men 
(yes, all men!) at last December’s Angels of Hope Luncheon and 

Fashion Show, their 
dedication to our 
mission is truly 
amazing. Many of 
their contributions go 
even further thanks 
to matching gifts from 
Bank of America, 
Mike’s employer. More 
than 35 children have 
been served by Child 
Advocates since 2006 
as a result of their  
donations. Thank you 
Sindi and Mike! We’re 
so glad you’re part of 
the CAI family! 

Court appointed advocate volunteers tell us how making a 
difference in an abused child’s life has made a difference in 
their own.

ADELE COUNTRYMAN, CHILD ADVOCATE SINCE 2008
“My experience has brought me to a 
greater realization of the strength I have to 
handle situations, whether as an advocate 
or personally. I have the strength to ask 
questions, gather information, seek help, 
think, pray and take action on my concerns. 
Thus, I can provide help, love, care and 
empathy to others – bringing joy to my life!”

JACOB JOSEPH, CHILD ADVOCATE SINCE 2010
“I am grateful for the opportunity I have 
through CAI to be involved in the lives of 
some of the most vulnerable in our society. 
The resilience I see in the children never 
ceases to amaze me. The joy on their faces, 
in spite of challenges, inspires me to be a 
better advocate for them and to be a better 
person. Every time I serve them, I feel like 
I’m the one walking away feeling more refreshed!”

LATASHA BOWEN, CHILD ADVOCATE SINCE 2008
“I’ve had the opportunity to work with 
several children, one of whom has since 
become my goddaughter. Being the 
advocate of abused children has allowed me 
to see the long-term affects abuse can have 
on children and I’m making it my mission 
to change that, one child at a time.”

JUAN VERNAL, CHILD ADVOCATE SINCE 2008
“The baby girl on my first case had a 
complex and intimidating medical history. 
I was scared when I met her, she was so 
fragile; then I saw her smile and play and 
felt her love. This was a child that nobody 
believed could be considering for adoption; 
even the judge had to visit her to believe 
the change. Her smile, her hugs and the 
words of the judge are treasures I will keep forever. I needed to 
make a difference, and I did. I love CAI.”

JULIE PRUNTY, CHILD ADVOCATE SINCE 2008
“Being a child advocate has taken me out 
of my element, enlightened me about how 
drugs and alcohol have scarred our nation, 
clearly defined my blessings, and given me 
great pleasure in watching people reach 
milestones that I take for granted. It has 
also humbled me and rewarded me with 
new friends.”

Young Professionals for Children chair Laura Englert helps some Holiday Party 
attendees with their “Countdown to Christmas” craft in November. Mike and Sindi Sonnier
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Texas CASA, Inc.
				  
29-57 children for one year	
Child Advocates Endowment, Inc
Halliburton
The Hearst Foundations, Inc.
Victims of Crime Act
			 
14-28 children for one year	
Enterprise Holdings
In honor of advocate volunteers 
	 (anonymous donors) 
Reuhl Family Foundation
The Lyons Foundation
The Vale-Asche Foundation
				  
5-13 children for one year	
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Cardinal Gas Storage Partners
The Bob and Cathleen Davis Foundation
Mr. Mauricio Fabre
Harris County Community 
	 Services Department
Harris County Treasurer
The Junior League of Houston
M.D. Anderson Foundation
Ralph H. & Ruth J. McCullough Foundation
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
The Gregory Fund
The M.A.D. Agency
Vitol, Inc.
Vivian L. Smith Foundation
				  
2-4 children for one year	
Aaron’s Inc.
The Gordon and Mary Cain Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M. Clark
Ray C. Fish Foundation
Gulf States Toyota, Inc.
George & Mary Josephine Hamman 
	 Foundation
KBR
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lack
Latin Women’s Initiative
Mr. and Mrs. Meredith J. Long
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church 
Charles B. and Jean G. Smith 
	 Family Foundation
Morgan Stanley Foundation
National CASA Association
Ocean Design, Inc.
Maconda B. O’Connor, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Oliver
Mr. and Mrs. William Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. Woody Scott, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Sonnier
Ms. Holly Spillers
The Kiwanis Foundation of Houston
WEB Marketing Associates
				  
One child for 6 months-one year	
Ms. Melanie Airey
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Amburn
Amegy Bank of Texas
Ms. Judith B. Anderson
Bank of America
Ms. Debbie Bass
Ben E. Keith Company
Best Buy Stores
Brown-Forman Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Burkett
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Byers
Chevron
City of Houston (Combined Campaign)
Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Cullen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Cullen, Sr.
The Currie Fund
Mr and Mrs. John H. Echols
El Paso
Mrs. Kirsti M. Elliott
Encore Bank
Envoy Mortgage
Mr. and Mrs. Darren Ercolani 
Mr. James E. Fischer
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fleckman
Florence S. Ducey Charitable Trust
Give with Liberty
Clare Glassell
Golder Family Foundation
Mr. Robert Gray Gregory
Groupon
Gulf Coast Combined Federal Campaign
William E. & Natoma Pyle Harvey 
	 Charitable Trust
Houston Treasury Management Association
HUSA Management
Mr. and Mrs. Demuri Kasradze
Mr. and Mrs. James Kimble
Ms. Margaret E. Kirby
Knights of Columbus
Robert W. & Pearl Wallis Knox 
	 Charitable Foundation
Marek Family Foundation
Marni & Morris Propp II Family Foundation
Martin Product Sales LLC
Mattco Manufacturing, Inc.
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Miller
New Belgium Brewing Co., Inc.
Ms. Jana Nobles-Diago
Ms. Monique Nolk
The Oshman Foundation
Page.713 Model & Talent Agency
Paul B. & Frances Lenora Terry Jr. 
	 Family Foundation
Paulea Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Poujol
Proximo
Sidney Frank Importing Co., Inc.
Silver Eagle Distributors, L.P.
Spirit of Texas Bank
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
Storms & Critz
Swift Energy Co.
Texcap-Concord Insurance Services, LP
The Boston Beer Company
The John Hancock Financial Services 
The Strake Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Thomas
Mrs. Suzanne Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Weill
Wells Fargo Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy C. Wildenstein
Mr. Brad Williams
Mr. Travis Windholz
Windward Mark Engineering PLLC
Ms. Barbara A. Woolhandler

One child for 3-6 Months	
Andrews Distribution Co. of North Texas, LTD
Ms. Patricia Atkins
Austin Community Foundation
Baker Alloy and Metal Inc.
The Bill and Helen Crowder Foundation
BP
Ms. Marivic Brook
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bruni
Mr. and Mrs. Rob P. Bushman, III
Ms. Rosa Carmona
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Mr. and Mrs. Theo Lawrence
Ms. Laura M. Lee
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McMahan
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Mr. and Mrs. David Peterson
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Mr. and Mrs. James S. Prentice
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Mr. and Mrs. Shashi Rajagopalan
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Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Reichert
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Reid
Ms. Jo-Ann B. Reilly
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Renshaw
Ms. Anne C. Rice
Mrs. Ellen Rienstra
Ms. Diane Rifai
Ms. Jessica Rivera
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Roach
Mr. and Mrs. Brad W. Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. Carl N. Roberts
Mr. S. Clay Robinson
Ms. Jacquelyne M. Rocan
Mr. and Mrs. Tog Rogers, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Romano
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Ronne
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Rosie
Mrs. Helen S. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Rowe
Mr. Ellis Rudy
Ms. Judy Ruhlin
Ms. Claire Sabatier
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Sabatier, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sams
Ms. Betsi Sanchez
Ms. Nicole Scanlin
Mr. and Mrs. Lester E. Schmaltz
Dr. and Mrs. Rick Schneider
Ms. Tamara L. Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Scott
Ms. Audry Seals
Ms. Cynthia Sebald
Ms. Bernadette L. Session
Ms. Ann Sever
Ms. Jackie Shandy
Mr. Mayank Sharma
Ms. Diana K. Shaw
Ms. Angie Sherrell
Ms. Suzanne R. Shields
Ms. Peggy A. Simon
Mrs. Nancy Sims
Ms. Addie L. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Snodgrass
Dr. Richard T. Snodgrass and Dr. Merrie 	
	 Brucks
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sonnier
Ms. Stephanie Stanford
Ms. Dorene Stangle
Mr. and Mrs. Al Stansbury
Mr. Charles Steen
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Stein
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Sterlekar 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Stevens, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Stevenson
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Stone
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Storms
Mrs. Lisa Strauser
Mr. Charles Strauss
Ms. Ashley Strawder
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Swantkowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sweeney
Mr. and Mrs. John Sykes
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Taber
Ms. Jamie Taft
Mr. and Mrs. Don Taylor
Mr. H. L. Teel
Mr. Tony Terwilliger
Mrs. Yen Le Thampi
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Thomas 
Ms. Lucinda Thomas
Mrs. Suzanne Thomas
Mr. Kenneth Thompson
Mrs. Betty J. Thorington
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Thorington
Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Threet
Mr. and Mrs. James Tolbert
Ms. Lynda L. Transier
Mr. and Mrs. Edmunds Travis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Treadway
Mrs. Robbyn Treadway
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Tripodo
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Vacca
Ms. Mary E. Valot
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Van Hoozer, Jr.
Ms. Victoria A. Varner

The donors listed contributed to Child Advocates, Inc. between the months of October 1, 2010 and December 31, 2010. 
Child Advocates also extends our most sincere appreciation to the 790 individuals and companies that donated between 
$1 and $250 during this period (totaling more than $53,000), whom we are unable to list due to space constraints.



Mr. Scott Vastine
Mr. and Mrs. J. Verghis
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Villarreal
Mr. Darryl Vincent
Ms. Courtney Votaw
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Wagner
Mr. Johnny B. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. James Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Lucius J. Walton
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Washburn
Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Weinstein
Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Weiss
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Welborn, III
Mr. Milton H. West, III
Mr. Marshall T. West
Ms. Wendy Weston
Ms. Dora Wiederhold
Mrs. Margery A. Williams
Ms. Janie H. Wilson
Mr. Charles F. Winder
Mr. and Mrs. David Winn
Ms. Viola L. Wiswell
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Wood
Ms. Kelly Woods
Mr. and Mrs. John Worsham
Ms. Edith Wright

This list can also be viewed online at 
www.childadvocates.org

SANTA’S WISH LIST donors
Academy Sports & Outdoors
Acme Truck Line, Inc.
Ms. Sue H. Adcock
Akari Energy
Ms. Mary Ann Akin
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Allen
Ms. Kristin Allen
Mr. Richard Alvarado 
Ana Petrovic Studio Jewelry Design
Dr. Vasudev Anand
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Anderson
Ms. Cody Andras
Dr. and Mrs. Melvyn Anhalt
Ms. Valerie Ardoin
Ms. Karla Arjona 
Ms. Dana Arredondo
Ms. Mary Ashmore
Association For Women In Computing
Mr. Martin Atkinson
Mr. T. F. Aubry
Ms. Evelin Avendano
Ms. Luciana Aviz
Ms. Sheryl Babin
Ms. and ZoeAnn Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Baird, Jr.
Mr. Brook Ballweg
Ms. Emily Barrett
Mr. Eric V. Bartz
Ms. Debbie Bateman
Ms. Pat Bateman
Baylor College of Medicine
Ms. Susan Beauchamp
Mr. and Mrs. James Bennett
Ms. Peggy Bing
Mr. Todd Binkley 
Black, Mann & Graham
Blackburn & Carter
Ms. Debbie Blailock 
Mr. and Mrs. David Bock
Ms. Ashley Bohanna
Ms. Susan Bolz
BP, America Inc.
Ms. Belinda K. Bracht
Ms. Colleen N. Bray
Mr. James D. Brodnax
Ms. Julie Brookshire
Mr. Nathan Brown
Brown, Fowler & Alsup
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brubaker 
Ms. Holly Bundick
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bunting 
Burck, Lapidus, Jackson & Chase, PC
Ms. Kathy Burnett 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Burnett
Burnett Staffing Specialists
Ms. Joy Burns 
Ms. Barbara Butler
Ms. Nita Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Canady 
Ms. Victoria Cano
CARBO
Cardinal Gas Storage Partners
Ms. Helen T. Carlson
Ms. Rosa Carmona
Mr. Angel Carrion, Jr.
Ms. Shiloh Carter
Carter Classics
Ms. Chanda Cashen
Ms. Trudy Catania
CB Richard Ellis
Century Custom Homes
Ms. Michaele Cerf
Charli’s salone di Bellezza
Child’s Play Learning Center
Ms. Becky Chmielewski
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Christie
Cityrocket Inc.
Classic Home Financial

Ms. Kim Cleary
Ms. Alicia Cloeren
Coastal Conservation Association - 
	 Trinity Bay Chapter
Coats, Rose, Yale, Ryman & Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Cobble
Codilis & Stawiarski
Cokesbury
Ms. Cindy Cooper
Ms. Marla Cooper 
Ms. Karen Cornelius
Cornerstone Mortgage
Ms. Teresa Covington
Mr. Jonathan W. Cox
Mr. Cliff Crabtree 
Crestwater Neighborhood
Mr. D. N. Croffitt
Ms. Nicole Cuevas
Cyrus One
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Dabney
Mr. and Mrs. Darel Daik and family
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Daine 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Dandrea
Ms. Susan Daniel
Mrs. Courtney Danile
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Darnell 
Ms. Barbara C. Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary W. Davis
Ms. Lou Ann Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Dawley
Mr. Bill Day
DDI Executive Recruiting
Deloitte Financial Advisory Services
Department of Veterans Affairs
Ms. Kelly DeScioli
Mr. Jon Deutser
Mrs. Sue Dezendolet
Ms. Carissa Dib
Ms. Cynthia Diller
Direct Energy
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Dole, Jr.
Ms. Sherry Duhon 
Ms. Rachel Duran
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Durkin, Sr.
Ms. Nicole Dyer
Ms. Pam Eastwold 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ebner
Ms. Mary Edwards
Envoy Mortgage
Ms. Eleanor Epstein 
Ms. Cathey Espey 
Ms. Marie Essick
Ms. Mylena Evans 
ExxonMobil
Mr. Siegrun H. Eyermann
Farmers Insurance - Sam Houston 
	 Service Center
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Farrell
Ms. Pamela Fazzone
Mrs. Shannon A. Fergason
First Continental Mortgage
First Houston Appraisal
Ms. Lynn Fisher 
Mr. Peter Flad 
Mr. Nathan Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Forde
Foxworthy’s, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Francisco
Francisco + co
Ms. Michelle Frazier
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Freeman
Gaither Petroleum Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Gale 
Gap
Ms. Kathy Garcia
Ms. Penny Gardner
Ms. LeAnn Garner 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Garner
Ms. Cecilia Garza 
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence M. Gee
GEM Insurance Agencies, L.P.
Ms. Joanne Gierspeck 
Ms. Sheree Gilbert 
Ms. Carrie Gillette
Girl Scout Troop #18104
Girl Scout Troop #20138
Girl Scout Troop #20145
Girl Scout Troop #20223
Mr. Bradford Glass
Mr. Keenan Glass
Ms. Sherry Glazener 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Goedecke 
Ms. Gayle Gordon and Mr. Kenneth 
	 T. Feldman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Granados
Ms. Cynthia Gratzer 
Ms. Carrie Graves 
Great Expectations
Greater Houston Association of 
	 Mortgage Brokers
Ms. Debny Greenlee 
Ms. Mendy Gregory
Mrs. Marlene Grivon
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Gugenheim and family
Ms. Donna Gyles
Ms. Rebecca Haass-Howard 
Habitation Realty
Ms. Vicki Haislup and bible study
Ms. Mary Ann Hammerle

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hardeman 
Ms. Danielle Harding
Ms. Casey Harris 
Ms. Deborah Harris
Ms. Lynne Harris
Ms. Mary Harrison 
Ms. Gail Harvey
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hassenflu
Ms. Denise D. Havard
Ms. Monica Hayman 
Headworks, Inc.
Healix Infusion Therapy
H-E-B Pantry Foods
Mr. and Mrs. Mark T. Heeg
Mr. Terry Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Hennington
Ms. Rosanne Herring 
Ms. Ann Herring and bible study
Hewlett Packard
HFF, LP
Ms. Elizabeth Hibbetts
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Hiemstra
Mr. Clay Hightower
Ms. Susan L. Hill
Mr. Doug Hodges 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hogan
Ms. Kristyn Hogan
Ms. Lonna Holder 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Holland
Mr. Michael Holmes 
Ms. Trista Hood
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Horsley
Hospitality USA
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Houston
Houston City Personnel and Temporaries
Houston IVF
Houston Mortgage Bankers Association
Ms. Stephanie Howell
Howrey LLP
Mrs. Kerry J. Humphrey
Mr. Billy Hunter 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Husted
Imagitek, Ltd.
Interity Retail Distribution
IPC of Texas
J. Ray McDermott, Inc.
Ms. Jenifer L. Jackson-Schlaich
Mr. and Mrs. JT Jacobs 
Ms. Carli Jacobsen 
JDH Capital
Mr. Rick Jenkins
Ms. Kathy Jensen
Ms. Laura Jensen 
John Daugherty Realtors
Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Johnson
Mrs. Lorraine Johnson
Ms. Marguerite Johnson
Ms. Roseanne Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Johnson 
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Jones 
Ms. Louise Jordan
Ms. Roxanne Kallman
Mr. Edward A. Kampf
Kappa Delta Alumnae Association
Ms. Brenda Kees 
KenMor Electric Company, LP
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Keplinger
Mr. Steve Kercheval
Ms. Amanda Kersh
Mr. and Mrs. James Kimble
Mr. Duane C. King and 
	 Mrs. Carmen Delgado
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond King
King Ranch, Inc.
Ms. Heather Kinsey
Ms. Margaret E. Kirby
Ms. Kristen Knudsen
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Kornhauser
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Krenzelok
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lack
Ms. Marcie Laird
Lakes of Parkway
Mr. Benjamin Landgraf
Ms. Angie Lapp
Mr. Arne C. Larsen
Latin Women’s Initiative
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Ross LeFevre
Legge, Farrow, Kimmitt, McGrath, 
	 & Brown LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Nolan Lehmann
Ms. Diana Lehner
Mr. Damon Leonetti 
Ms. Matt Letourneau
Ms. Candy Lewis 
Ms. Latasha Lewis
Lights in the Heights
Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Lindner
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Livesay, Jr.
LKJ Financial
Mr. Jeff Long 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Lopez
Ms. Stacy Lord
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Love
Ms. Megan Loving
Lutheran High North Girl’s Varsity 
	 Baketball Team
Ms. Robin Lyons 

Ms. Tonya Mack
Macy’s
Mr. Jerome Magana 
Mr. Bill Magnuson
Ms. Judy Malone
Mrs. Andy Marlatt
Ms. Mary C. Martin
Ms. Wendy R. Martin
Mattco Manufacturing, Inc.
Ms. Kendyl Maurer 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom McCaffrey
Ms. Mimi McDugald
Ms. Paulina McGrath 
Ms. Demetria McNeal
Ms. Patty McNiel
Ms. Sandra McQueen
Memorial Drive Townhomes
Mr. Gregory Mendy 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Menefee
Ms. Brenda Michalik
Ms. Jennifer Michalik
Ms. Kirby Mihalakis
Ms. Misty Miller
Mrs. Carole Minor
Monica Wright Group
Mrs. Vicki Monjure
Mr. Mark Monroe
Mr. William F. Monroe, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Montgomery
Mr. James N. Moore
Ms. Susan Moore
Ms. Lisa Morgan
Ms. Zadra Morgan
Morgan Stanley & Co. Incorporated
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Murphy
Ms. Jackie Murray 
Ms. Elizabet Murrell
Ms. Nancy Napoli
Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Nassif
NATCA Charitable Foundation
National Association of Professional 
	 Mortgage Women
Nationwide Movers
Ms. Louise Nehl 
Ms. Sharon Neider 
Neudesic, LLC
Ms. Diane Newman
Ms. Gabriel Ngo
Mr. and Mrs. Bao Nguyen
Ms. Diana L. Nguyen
Mr. Hiep Nguyen
Ms. Karen Nicolaou
Ms. Paige Nicolaou
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas J. Nyman
Mr. Mitali S. Oberoi
Ms. Jessica Ochoa
Ms. Kaitlin Oliver
On the Spot America, Inc.
Orion-RMI
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Orlando
Ms. Stephanie Palacio
Mr. Christopher P. Papouras
Ms. Syrisse Parker 
Parkway Place
Ms. Ami Patterson
Ms. Sarah Peters
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. David Peterson
Ms. Sylvia Petro
Petrofac Training
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Podraza
Ms. Geraldine Podraza 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Portales
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Porter and family
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Posoli
Presbyterian Women Quilters of Heights 	
	 Presbyterian Church
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Preston
Princesses of the King Ladies Group
Prodagio Software
Profolio Home Mortgage
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin M. Prunty
Mr. and Mrs. David Quackenbush
Ms. Kathleen Quillens
Randolph and Almonte, PLLC
Ms. Zoya Rausch
Ms. Debi Reese 
Regal Landscape Management
Mr. and Mrs. James Regan
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Regan 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Regan and family
Ms. Colleen Reilly 
Ms. Jo-Ann B. Reilly
Ms. Donna Reinbolt
Ms. Robyn Reso
Reva Energy
Rice University
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ritz
Ms. Julie Roach
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Roach
Ms. Donna D. Robin
Ms. Joanne Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. David Rock
Ms. Karen Rohan 
Ms. Kathy Romans
Mr. Mario Romero 
Ms. Cynthia Roque
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Roth

Mrs. and Mr. Rouse
RPS Leicht
RTI Fabrication
Ms. Rhonda Runge 
Ms. Robin Russell
Ms. Dee Saenz 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar J. Santollani
Ms. Priscilla Saunders
Schlumberger
Ms. Avril Schofield
Mr. Scott Scholz
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Schumann
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Scott
Ms. Cynthia Sebald
Ms. Melody Seefeldt
Select Specialty Insurance Services
Ms. Michele Sergie 
Ms. Beverly Shaeffer
Ms. Lois Shanks 
Shanks & Associates
Shell
Ms. Kerry A. Sheppard
Ms. Angie Sherrell
Ms. Janice Shugart 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Simmons 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Simpson
Mr. Lawrence Sims
Mrs. Leslie Sinclair
Ms. Janice Singleton
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Skinner
Ms. Maggie Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Smith
Mr. and Mrs. William Smith
Ms. Isabel Souchon
Spark Energy
Mrs. Frances J. Spector
Ms. Mary Speidel 
Ms. Kathy Spencer
Ms. Claudia Spofford 
Spring Moms & Babes
Ms. Jeri Stein
Ms. Karen Steinbach
Ms. Maria E. Stiger
Mr. Carl S. Stutts and Mrs. Tessa Lesley
Ms. Rebecca Suarez
Ms. Carrie Summers 
Susser Petroleum Company
Ms. Ashly Swaty
Mr. Mike Sweeney
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Swonke 
T.C.I. Realty Services, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Tarwid
TBG Partners
Technology and Calibration
Tejas Freight Forwarding, Inc.
Ms. Kirbie Tepfenhart
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Terracina
Texas First Real Estate Mortgage
Texas Heatwave United U9 
	 Girls Soccer Team
The Elster Family
The Renaissance at River Oaks Apartments
The Southampton Group
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Thomas
Mrs. Suzanne Thomas
Mr. Lee Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin F. Tiernan
Ms. Regina M. Tomlinson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Treadway
Mr. RJ Trevino 
Ms. Betsy Trice 
Ms. Martha C. Tumminello
Turner Construction
Tyson Foods
U.S. Trust Company
Ms. Jennifer VanderSchoor
Ms. Hailsup Vicki 
Ms. Maria Villalon
Vitol, Inc.
Ms. Jackie Wadsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Waller
Ms. Sarah Ward
Ms. Christine B. Wardwell
Ms. Barbara Wasil
Ms. Rebecca Watkins
Ms. Beverly Watson
Wayne Murray Properties
Mr. John Webb
Weichert Realtors
Ms. Yvonne Weiss 
Weisser Engineering Company
Ms. Ashley Wenmohs 
Ms. Debra Wesley
Ms. Pam West 
Mr. and Mrs. Travis West
West University Elementary School
Ms. Nancy Wilson and family
Ms. Kara Winfield
Mr. and Mrs. David Winn
Mr. Toby Wise
Ms. Yadira Wood 
World PMO LP
Ms. Annjeanette Yglesias
Ms. Amber Young 
Ms. Cindy Young 
Ms. Nockie Zizelmann



HOUSTON MARATHON
The rain couldn’t put a damper on Team Child Advocates! 
An energetic group of volunteers and staff members took 
refuge under the new CAI tent to cheer on our runners at the 
annual Mile 5 “Hoopla Station.” Donations are still coming 
in, however we are pleased to announce that 2011 was our 
most successful Houston Marathon yet! Our top fundraiser, 
Jeff Thomas, has raised over $12,000 and a generous friend 
matched his efforts, bringing his total to over $25,000! We 
are thrilled and grateful to be a part of the Run for a Reason 
program each year. Our heartfelt thanks goes to each of our 
fundraisers:  Melanie Airey, Katy Bate, Sarah Bennett, Matt 
Brown, Brett Chisholm, Janet Clark, Tatiana Fernandez, 
Marcus Fleming, Doug Godlove, Sue Griffis,  Jose Lopez, 
Cynthia Mabry, Sharon Maguire, Bridgett Matthes, Nathane 
McDaniel, Patti McGrail, Wendy Meggison, Ericka Moore, 
Susan Nguyen, Norma Peralta, Christina Propst, Stephanie 
Preto, David Quackenbush,  Jason Ruen, Brian Shannon and 
Jeff Thomas!

QUEENS FOR A DAY
Each December, eight teen girls served by Child Advocates 
get a peek at the posh life as they enjoy a makeover 
before attending the Angels of Hope Luncheon. The fairy 
godmothers behind this transformation include Vicki Snow 
with Palais Royal, which provides outfits for each girl, and 
Judy Tuttle and the stylists at Visible Changes, who donate 
their hairstyling services. Both companies have participated 
since Page Parkes-Eveleth started the project in 2005!  

Wendy Martin from Makeup 
by Wendy has beautified 
the girls for two years, while 
Mary Bratton has paid for the 
shoes and purses since 2008. 
The girls who participated 
this year were glowing all 
day! Thanks to everyone 
who made the occasion so 
memorable for them.

AN ADOPTIVE FAMILY GIVES BACK
Kevin weighed less than three pounds when he was born eight 
weeks premature in 2006. His mother’s mental retardation 
prevented her from understanding basic tasks, let alone his 
complex needs. Kevin’s child advocate, Kama Mangram, was 
a constant presence throughout many changes in his young 
life, including the termination of his parents’ rights. His 
adoptive parents, Lee and Lucinda Kurtas, made a donation 
to Child Advocates in honor of his 4th birthday last fall. In a 
note, the Kurtases said they still remember how much Kama 
did for their family. Kama is now serving nine children on 
two cases. Thank you Kama for your diligent work. And 
thank you Kuras family for helping us to serve more children.

MEMBERSHIP
The new year means it’s time to renew! Good news: Membership 
can now be handled entirely online! (Even background checks 
don’t have to be notarized!) Go to www.childadvocates.org/ypc.
htm to join! A five-year membership is now available for $100. 
Members must renew each year to participate in our great events, 
so join or renew today to receive all of our YPC news! 

CHILDREN’S EVENTS         
Last year ended with YPC getting ready for the holidays at the 
Holiday Party sponsored by Enterprise. YPC’s booth provided 
all the supplies the children needed to make a “Christmas 
countdown” calendar with the help of our volunteers. They cut 

and colored a Santa, 
and went home with 
a bag full of cotton 
balls to paste one 
on his beard each 
day until Christmas. 
A huge thanks to 
Laura Englert and 
Liz Peterson for co-
chairing this booth. 

YPC has a big year in 2011! On March 5, we’ll  take 200 of our 
kids to cheer on the Houston Rockets! Afterwards, the kids will 
shoot hoops on the court just like their favorite players. Our 
next children’s event is Sunday, May 1.  Members – watch for 
information about how to volunteer! 

FUNDRAISING AND SOCIALS
Our first social of the year was a smashing success at Cha 
Champagne and Wine Bar. Cha staff hosted a champagne and 
wine tasting just for YPC members! All YPCers had a great time 
catching up with old friends and making new ones. Thanks Maria 
Villalon and Marie Bucag for chairing this great social!

On April 29, YPC will hit the mezzanine section of Minute 
Maid Park to support the Astros. With all-you-can-eat pretzels, 
peanuts, hot dogs and nachos at the ballpark plus a pre-game 
happy hour, this will be one of your favorite YPC events! Mark 
your calendars and look for tickets on sale soon!

GET INVOLVED!
Know of a company, organization or group that may be interested 
in hearing about YPC? Let us know by emailing kendall.pace@
childadvocates.org. We’d love to get your friends involved! 

TWEET, TWEET
Follow us on Twitter @CAI_YPC to keep up with all we’re 
doing! We also have a Facebook group, Child Advocates’ Young 
Professionals for Children.

Page Parkes-Eveleth 
and Vicki Snow

YPC Council Officer 
Sasha Thomas (l) 
and member Tiffany 
Black lend a hand at 
Holiday Party.



GENERAL
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Joel Androphy and Mr. Ken Joekel for donating 

125 tickets to “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Baldwin for donating four club-level 

Texans tickets plus parking pass
•	 Mr. Kevin Jones and Mrs. Regina Bynote Jones for donating 

Houston Texans tickets
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Scott C. David for donating two luxury suite 

tickets for the Texans vs. Cowboys game
•	 The Hotel & Lodging Association of Greater Houston for 

hosting their annual bike-building event, which provided 
54 bikes for our kids

•	 The Houston Texans for donating Texas Bowl Tickets, 40 
tickets to Rice vs. SMU and 50 tickets to Rice vs. Houston

•	 Mr. and Mrs. Ward Maloy for donating a refurbished laptop
•	 Shook, Hardy & Bacon for donating 12 laptop computers
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Villarreal for donating a 19-inch 

monitor
•	 Colton & Farb Gallery for providing a discounted rate 

for the Pull for Kids kickoff party and Spark Energy for 
underwriting the cost of the event

RACHEL & GILBERT’S CLOSET (SPECIAL NEEDS)
•	 Mr. and Ms. Jaen Lawrence for donating a backpack, 

several photo albums and photo finishing
•	 Miss Alice Murphey for donating Teddy Bears from a 

Teddy Bear Tea Party
•	 Sun and Ski Sports for donating an adult bike, helmet, 

lock and water bottle for a mother on one of our cases
•	 The Law Office of Karen A. Rundolf, PLLC for the donation 

of miscellaneous toys

HOLIDAY PARTY
•	 Enterprise Holdings for generously sponsoring the party 

and for donating a rental truck for transporting items to 
and from the party location

•	 The Westin Galleria for hosting the party in their Grand 
Ballroom

•	 The National Charity League – West Houston Chapter for 
making and donating 800 sugar cookies 

•	 Whataburger for donating cookies

SANTA’S WISH LIST
•	 Enterprise Holdings for donating a rental truck for 

transporting items to and from the warehouse
•	 Mr. Steve Gibson and Mr. Paul Hobby for their generous 

donation of warehouse space 
•	 Spectrum for donating tables and chairs to be used at the 

warehouse
•	 United Access for donating the lift to decorate the 

warehouse

MARCH 
Advocacy University Begins – sign up now for an 
orientation session to see how you can be the difference 
in the life of an abused child: www.childadvocates.org.

APRIL 
Houston Children’s Festival, presented by Baker Hughes– 
sign up to volunteer at www.childadvocates.org or visit 
www.houstonchildrensfestival.com to sponsor.

Advocacy University Begins – sign up now for an 
orientation session to see how you can be the difference 
in the life of an abused child: www.childadvocates.org.

MAY 
YPC Children’s Event – YPC members, contact kendall.
pace@childadvocates.org / 713-529-1396 x265 for 
volunteering and details.

19th Annual Pull for Kids Classic – honoring Spark Energy. 
Contact kelly.goff@childadvocates.org / 713-529-1396 
x214 for sponsorships, volunteering or more details.
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ANGELS OF HOPE LUNCHEON
•	 Elie Tahari and Neiman Marcus – Galleria for hosting the 

Underwriter Kickoff Party and the incredible fashion show 
and for donating the key chain favors and trunk show door 
prizes 

•	 Ellie Francisco / francisco + co for underwriting the cost of 
the event raffle tickets

•	 Kroger Food Stores for donating the beautiful centerpieces
•	 Bob Wickman / Brunswick Press for donating the printing 

for the luncheon invitations and programs 
•	 Jared Lang / Momentum Audi for underwriting the luncheon 

table for our girls and donating to the raffle
•	 Our other generous raffle donors Lydia Mondavi / 29 

Cosmetics, Montblanc, Konstantino, Four Seasons – Punta 
Mita and Momentum Audi

CAR PROS FOR KIDS
•	 Clear Channel Outdoors for donating 20 billboards around 

town to promote the campaign
•	 GS Marketing for designing and printing all of the 2011 

Car Pros for Kids materials and providing packaging and 
delivery to each shop

•	 Sunny 99.1 for serving as our media sponsor for the program
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Special Thanks - continued from column at left



Board Voice
2011 Board chair
David Quackenbush

Board Members
Sheryl Androphy
David Baird
Kenny Baldwin
Hildegarde Ballard
James Brodnax
Rick Burnett
Mollie Castaneda
Jane Dabney
Kim David
Bob Davis
David Davis
Eddy De Los Santos
Bill Gardiner
Terrence Gee
Quinton Harp

Jim Kimble
Bob Krenzelok
Ross LeFevre
June Lohman
Ron Orsini
Joy Posoli
Mike Preston
Brad Robbins
Cindy Sebald
Angie Sherrell
John Storms
Ellie Sweeney
Don Taylor
Dolly Dawson Thomas
Suzanne Thomas
Nancy Thorington
Mike Van Hoozer
Milton West
David Winn

JIM KIMBLE

CAI Board Role(s) and 
Committee Involvement: I 
currently serve on the Board 
of Directors and as a member 
of the Finance Committee. 
I have also served on the 
Advisory Board.

In my professional life, I 
am the VP and Treasurer of 
PXP (Plains Exploration and 

Production Company). I am responsible for corporate finance, 
risk management and managing relationships with bankers, 
investors and rating agencies.

I am involved with CAI because CAI’s mission is close to 
my heart. Children are the most vulnerable members of our 
community. I was blessed with wonderful grandparents. They 
taught me my values and were always there for my sister and 
me. They were constant caring and positive role models in 
my life. Every child should have the same opportunity to 
grow up with caring, dependable and supportive role models. 
Supporting CAI is my way of trying to help children that are 
not as blessed.

I would have to say that I receive far more from CAI than 
I contribute. It is extremely rewarding to be a part of an 
organization that is truly making a positive impact for children 
that need our help.

My favorite event is the Pull for Kids. It is not only a lot of 
fun but raises a significant amount of contributions for CAI. 
The event provides numerous opportunities for the sponsors 
to enjoy diverse activities from skeet shooting in the morning 
to the dinner, entertainment and auctions at night.     

When I am not volunteering for CAI, I am spending as much 
time as possible with my family. Angela, my wife of 15 years, 
and I are raising two wonderful and loving young girls. We 
love to travel and want to show our girls the world and to 
expose them to as many diverse cultures and experiences as 
possible.        
    
My greatest CAI experience? Every year I take my two 
daughters with me to shop for gifts for the Santa’s Wish 
List program. They really enjoy shopping for the children. It 
has been one of the best opportunities to teach them about 
children that are less fortunate than them and the importance 
of giving back to our community.    



HOUSTON CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL 
Mark your calendars 
for April 9-10 and plan 
to come out to the 
Houston Children’s 
Festival, presented by 
Baker Hughes. Plans 
are underway for this 
year’s festival, which 
will take place in 
downtown Houston in 
the area surrounding 
City Hall. A special guest appearance is scheduled with 
Bella Thorne, who stars as CeCe Jones on Disney’s hit show, 
“Shake It Up!” The grounds will be jammed with music and 
entertainment, Family Adventure Zones and more than 300 
activities. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.houstonchildrensfestival.com. 

CAR PROS FOR KIDS
We just wrapped up another outstanding Car Pros for Kids 
campaign and want to take a moment to thank all of the 
automotive service providers who participated this year. 

These generous business owners cover the entire cost of the oil 
changes while passing along 100 percent of the money raised to 
Child Advocates. More than 20 children will be paired with an 
advocate this year and thousands of people will be introduced 
to our mission thanks to the shops’ amazing support. We can’t 
thank Byron Rusk of RMS Auto Care enough for founding the 
program 18 years ago and working closely with our staff to make 
this year’s campaign a huge success. 

We hope you will thank the owners of the participating shops 
listed below by turning to them for all your car care needs.
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HOORAY FOR OUR CAR PROS!
Adolf Hoepfl & Son Garage • Advanced Auto 
Tech • Aldine Automotive Inc. • Beckwith’s 

Car Care • Cornerstone Automotive – Wilcrest 
• Freedom Automotive Services • Itzy’s Auto 
Service • Kacal’s Auto and Truck • Mac Haik 
Dodge Chrysler Jeep • Mac Haik Ford • Mac 
Haik Chevrolet • Master Car Care • Meineke 
(Baytown) • Meineke Car Care (N. Shepherd) 

• Midas Tire and Auto (S. Dairy Ashford) • 
RMS Auto Care • Scott’s Auto Repair, Inc. • 

Specialized Auto Repair • Sullivan’s Advanced 
Auto Care • Village Automotive • Yale Automotive
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As a “foster with hopes to adopt” family, our child was placed with us at the age 
of five weeks. Immediately after placement, Child Advocates became involved 
in the case.  

The case was what you might say as “typical” for the first ten months, but then 
the “real” case began.  Our Advocacy Coordinator Julie Hennington and court 
appointed advocate volunteer Karen Key never lost sight of what the focus and 
purpose of their involvement; it was about this precious child, not our family as 
a “foster, hoping to adopt family”, not the biological parents and their family, but 
about the best interest of this precious child, now and for his future!  

Karen and Julie searched high and low for information in order to make the best 
recommendation to the courts for the benefit of the child.  

Our family was blessed! Parental rights were terminated, and we were given the amazing blessing of adopting this 
precious child just before his second birthday!  We feel it is because of the continuous dedication, efforts, and 
commitment of Karen and Julie that made this possible.  

Before our case, I had never heard of Child Advocates, but after witnessing their determination and effort, our 
family and friends have become advocates of Child Advocates!

Dawn Shrewsbury

Karen Key has been a court appointed advocate volunteer since 2008 and has served three children. 

AN ADOPTIVE MOM SHARES THE STORY OF HOW COURT APPOINTED ADVOCATE KAREN KEY MADE A 
DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF HER SON CAMERON and, in turn, in her own life
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