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Who are the Friends of Child Advocates 
(The Friends)?

The Friends of Child Advocates is a group 

of energetic volunteers who work as a 

volunteer arm and a financial partner with 

Child Advocates, Inc. to raise vital funds 

to support the organization’s mission of 

breaking the cycle of child abuse. Founded 

in 1989, the Friends has had a significant 

impact on Child Advocates’ ability to serve more 

abused children by raising more than $4.5 million for 

the organization.

How do the Friends help abused 
children?
The Friends have a direct impact on the children served 

by Child Advocates in three distinct ways. We host and 

participate in several exciting fundraising activities 

each year, we provide critical volunteer support at 

Child Advocates’ children’s events 

and we locate thousands of dollars 

worth of in-kind donations for the 

children annually.

Our largest fundraising event and an 

important tradition is the Friends’ 

Angels of Hope Luncheon and 

Fashion Presentation. We are proud to say that this 

event accounts for a significant amount of Child 

Advocates’ annual revenues needed to continue their 



critical mission of providing a voice for abused children. 

Our members also plan and produce several smaller 

scale fundraisers throughout the year as well as serve 

as volunteers at important events such as the Houston 

Children’s Festival and the 

Pull for Kids Classic. 

Members of the Friends 

fill critical roles at two of 

Child Advocates’ largest 

children’s events. We volunteer to chair and serve 

as personal shoppers at the annual Childspree — 

helping more than 400 children to 

shop for school clothes and supplies. 

Our members also staff the famed 

“Ginger’s Spa” area at the annual 

Child Advocates Holiday Party.

Additionally, our Gilbert & Rachel’s Closet Committee 

secures contributions and in-kind donations to provide 

basic necessities to the children — from beds to winter 

coats to books to diapers — all housed in “Gilbert & 

Rachel’s Closet” at the Child Advocates office. Gilbert 

and Rachel were the names of the first two children 

served by Child Advocates in 1984. 

Additionally, many of our members also provide hands-

on help and leadership to Child Advocates by serving 

on one (or more!) of several organizational committees, 

the Board of Directors or the Advisory Board.



childadvocates®

Child Advocates, Inc. mobilizes court appointed 
volunteers to break the vicious cycle of child abuse.  
We speak up for abused children who are lost in the 
system and guide them into safe environments where 

they can thrive.

How can I become involved?
Through the Friends of Child Advocates, you have the 

opportunity to contribute your time and 

talents in a variety of ways. 

We offer daytime, evening and weekend 

opportunities, and whether you have five 

hours a month or five hours a week, we 

can find a worthwhile and rewarding way 

to utilize your skills.  You can also help us 

reach more of Houston’s most severely abused children 

by making a tax-deductible contribution to the Friends 

of Child Advocates.  

You can help make happy endings for abused children 

by joining today.  To join, please call 713-529-1396 

ext. 234 or complete this form and drop it in the mail.  

Membership dues also entitle you to subscriptions to 

the monthly CAIFirst e-newsletter and the tri-annual 

Advocate News newsletter, invitations 

to membership socials and Child 

Advocates events, and inclusion in 

and a copy of the Friends Membership 

Directory.



name

address

city/state/zip

e-mail

home phone

work phone

	new member 		   current member

	active member $50 
	 (members are encouraged to join a committee)

	supporting member $100 
	 (members are encouraged to attend a cai fundrais-

ing event)

	lifetime member $750 
	 (3-year pledge of $250 per year is available)

	 	charge $250 now

	i wish to make a donation only.

	 enclosed is my check made payable to 
	 child advocates, inc.
	 please charge my: 

	 american express	   mastercard	  
	 visa

account number

expiration date

signature

Friends of Child Advocates, Inc.
2401 Portsmouth, Suite 210
Houston, Texas 77098
713-529-1396, ext. 234
www.childadvocates.org

please indicate the committee(s) on which you would 
like to serve:

Yes, I would like to join the Friends.
Mail form and check to:

	 membership committee
	 fundraising events committee
	 children’s events committee



Lifetime 
Members
Amy Anton
James Bennett
Nerhey Blass
Susan Boone
Karen Bowden
Mary Bratton
Mona Cabler
Kim Cleary
Kelli Cohen Fein
Jill Cokinos
Kathleen Cullen
Jane Dabney
Kimberly C. David
Dolly Dawson Thomas
Dena Dickson
Kelly Dixon
Elizabeth Farish
Judith Farrell
Paige Fertitta
Brandi France
Deanna Fuehne
Kristin Gaden
Lisa Gordon
Claudia Hallowell
Karen Haug
Heather Herrold
Deanna Hlousek
Kerry Humphrey
Barbara Hurwitz
Susan Kellner
Margaret E. Kirby
Linda Lay
Susan Lukens
Karen Mayell
Antoinette Maywald
Elisabeth McCabe
Katherine McCord
Cami Melcher
Linda Messner
Mickey Meyer-Sturgis
Terese Miranda
Elaine Mogabgab
Yvonne Moran
Kimball Moriniere
Kathleen Morris
Sarah Naranjo
Sherry Nelson
Katherine O’Neil
Ron Opper
Marsha Owen
Cynthia Pappas
Frances Pappas
Mary Pate
Brad Pladson
Joy Posoli
Angela Poujol
Nancy Quinn
David Rubenstein
Sarah Sampson
Suzanne Saperstein
Barbara Scott
Mary Scott
Ann Thurmond

Barbara Tondre
Lynda Transier
Kimberly Tutcher
Robin Vickers
Nicole Walters
Tammie West
Constance White
Jessica Wood

Directors 
at-Large
Melinda Berkman
Cynthia Bigelow
Joan Bishop
Mollie Castaneda
Diane Connally
Yvonne Cormier
Kathleen Cullen
Linda Evans
Cathy Fitzpatrick Cleary
Kelli Fondren
Janet Gurwitch
Heather Herrold
Kerry Humphrey
Sherry Lambert
Ashley Langley
Rita Madden
Shelly Ann Marks
Katherine McCord
Lisa Menick
Ginni Mithoff
Denise Monteleone
Kathleen Morris
Katherine O’Neil
Anita O’Shaughnessy
Billie Sue Parris
Angela Poujol
Aileen Rains
Franelle Rogers
Suzanne Saperstein
Barbara Scott
Vanessa Sendukas
Ellie Sweeney
Lynda Transier
Debbie Weil

Supporting 
Members
Dede Ale
Philamena Baird
Monica Bernal
Jane Brownlee
Mary Grace Carter
Mollie Castaneda
Michelle Comstock
Ellie Francisco
Amanda Hammond
Nicolette Hardwicke
Cherie Hassenflu
Gwendolyn Joekel
Lorraine Johnson
Brandi Maxwell
Constance Moore, M. Ed.
Linda Murphy
Cheryl Perdue

Judith Rice
Susan Richards
Anne Romano
Jennifer Rustay
Gene Sabatier
Alok Somani
Nancy Thorington
Heather Tripodo

Active 
Members
Sheryl Androphy
Mildred Anhalt
Marcia Avila
Julie Axelrad
Ximena Barat
JoAnn Batey
Charlotte Benson
Hunter Birmingham
Elizabeth Blome
Tanya Brillhart
Karen Briscoe
Brandi Brown
Nicole Cloutier
Roberta Cohen
Gabrielle Coovrey
Elizabeth Cummins
Conchita de la Garza
Candace Dickerson
Shirley Dimmig
Hilary Duncan
Danielle Durocher
Rose Ellisor
Marla Endieveri
Sharon Fields
Caroline Finkelstein
David Gillies
Patricia Gunter
Susan Hale
Ginger Harris
Julie Ho
Shamra Hodge
Joyce King
Katha Knippa
Melissa Kulkarni
Stephanie Laguarta
Linda Ligon
Joan Mandola
Deborah Martinez
Jennifer Naples
Jennifer Nguyen
Kris Nystrom
Danielle Pate
Susan Patterson
Stephanie Pocina
Kristin Pylant
Alisha Renshaw
Sondra Rosenthal
Sonia Soto
Jeri Stein
Henry Tam
Elaine Tietz
Cathleen Trask
Janet Vaught


